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June 14, 2016

The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Speaker Rendon:

We are writing to respectfully request that the Assembly pass a resolution urging Governor
Brown to declare a state of emergency due to the increased number of homeless persons in
California.

Los Angeles County is facing a pervasive and deepening homelessness crisis that
endangers the health and safety of thousands of County residents, including veterans,
women, children, LGBT youth, persons with disabilities and seniors. On any given night,
roughly 47,000 persons in Los Angeles County are homeless. This includes over 6,000
parents and their children. Since 2013, the number of homeless women has risen by
55 percent, and the number of homeless persons living in encampments, tents and vehicles
has increased by a staggering 123 percent.

The statewide numbers are similarly alarming. In 2015, with 115,738 homeless persons,
California accounted for 21 percent of the nation’s homeless population. Among all states,
California had the highest percentage of homeless people counted in unsheltered locations
(64 percent or 73,699 homeless unsheltered persons).

The tremendous scale of homelessness in Los Angeles County threatens the economic
stability of the region by burdening emergency medical services and the social services
infrastructure. Many homeless persons face severe threats to their health and safety on a
daily basis. Research has shown that homeless persons are three to four times more likely
to die prematurely than the general population often from acute and chronic medical
conditions that are aggravated by horn elessness.

It is imperative that we act now to address the crisis of homelessness in California.
Therefore, we request that the Assembly pass a resolution to respectfully urge
Governor Brown to declare a state of emergency on homelessness that would include:
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• Access to $500 million from the Special Fund for Economic Uncertainties to
implement statewide re-housing efforts including street engagement, service triage,
crisis housing, permanent housing navigation, rental subsidies, case management,
other appropriate and essential services, and any other resources once the state of
emergency is declared.

• Immediate orders to deploy State agencies and personnel to help provide housing
assistance to homeless camp hotspots in Los Angeles County and other heavily
affected areas in the State and to set up emergency command posts and triage site
for the coordination of homeless service delivery.

• Assembly of a State public sector/private sector “Red Team” to develop a short-term
plan to combat homelessness; and

• A commitment to identify and develop streams of ongoing funding for localities so
they can sustain successful efforts to combat homelessness.

We look forward to working with you to address this humanitarian crisis and to mobilize
needed local and statewide resources to ensure that over 115,000 homeless persons
receive vital housing and supportive services.

Sincerely,

HI DAL.S IS
Chair of the Board
Supervisor, First District

/LUL ?&
MARK RIDLEY-TbMAS
Supervi Second District

KNABE
Supervisor, Fourth District

SHEILA KUEHL
Su er isor, Thir District

MICHAEL . ANTONOVICH
Supervisor, Fifth District

C: Each Member California State Assembly
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The Honorable Chad Mayes
Assembly Minority Floor Leader
State Capitol, Room 3104
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assembly Member Mayes:

We are writing to respectfully request that the Assembly pass a resolution urging Governor
Brown to declare a state of emergency due to the increased number of homeless persons in
California.

Los Angeles County is facing a pervasive and deepening homelessness crisis that
endangers the health and safety of thousands of County residents, including veterans,
women, children, LGBT youth, persons with disabilities and seniors. On any given night,
roughly 47,000 persons in Los Angeles County are homeless. This includes over 6,000
parents and their children. Since 2013, the number of homeless women has risen by
55 percent, and the number of homeless persons living in encampments, tents and vehicles
has increased by a staggering 123 percent.

The statewide numbers are similarly alarming. In 2015, with 115,738 homeless persons,
California accounted for 21 percent of the nation’s homeless population. Among all states,
California had the highest percentage of homeless people counted in unsheltered locations
(64 percent or 73,699 homeless unsheltered persons).

The tremendous scale of homelessness in Los Angeles County threatens the economic
stability of the region by burdening emergency medical services and the social services
infrastructure. Many homeless persons face severe threats to their health and safety on a
daily basis. Research has shown that homeless persons are three to four times more likely
to die prematurely than the general population often from acute and chronic medical
conditions that are aggravated by homelessness.

It is imperative that we act now to address the crisis of homelessness in California.
Therefore, we request that the Assembly pass a resolution to respectfully urge
Governor Brown to declare a state of emergency on homelessness that would include:
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• Access to $500 million from the Special Fund for Economic Uncertainties to
implement statewide re-housing efforts including street engagement, service triage,
crisis housing, permanent housing navigation, rental subsidies, case management,
other appropriate and essential services, and any other resources once the state of
emergency is declared.

• Immediate orders to deploy State agencies and personnel to help provide housing
assistance to homeless camp hotspots in Los Angeles County and other heavily
affected areas in the State and to set up emergency command posts and triage site
for the coordination of homeless service delivery.

• Assembly of a State public sector/private sector Red Team” to develop a short-term
plan to combat homelessness; and

• A commitment to identify and develop streams of ongoing funding for localities so
they can sustain successful efforts to combat homelessness.

We look forward to working with you to address this humanitarian crisis and to mobilize
needed local and statewide resources to ensure that over 115,000 homeless persons
receive vital housing and supportive services.

Sincerely,

/%J1*k;7
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MARK RIDLEYHOMAS
Supervisor, Second District

.zóON KNABE
Supervisor, Fourth District

HILDA L. SOLIS
Chair of the Board
Supervisor, First District

V

D. ANTONOVICH
Supervisor, Fifth District

c: Each Member California State Assembly
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The Honorable Kevin de Leon
President Pro Tern pore of the Senate
State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Senator de LeOn:

We are writing to respectfully request that the Senate pass a resolution urging
Governor Brown to declare a state of emergency due to the increased number of homeless
persons in California.

Los Angeles County is facing a pervasive and deepening homelessness crisis that
endangers the health and safety of thousands of County residents, including veterans,
women, children, LGBT youth, persons with disabilities and seniors. On any given night,
roughly 47,000 persons in Los Angeles County are homeless. This includes over 6,000
parents and their children. Since 2013, the number of homeless women has risen by
55 percent, and the number of homeless persons living in encampments, tents and vehicles
has increased by a staggering 123 percent.

The statewide numbers are similarly alarming. In 2015, with 115,738 homeless persons,
California accounted for 21 percent of the nation’s homeless population. Among all states,
California had the highest percentage of homeless people counted in unsheltered locations
(64 percent or 73,699 homeless unsheltered persons).

The tremendous scale of homelessness in Los Angeles County threatens the economic
stability of the region by burdening emergency medical services and the social services
infrastructure. Many homeless persons face severe threats to their health and safety on a
daily basis. Research has shown that homeless persons are three to four times more likely
to die prematurely than the general population often from acute and chronic medical
conditions that are aggravated by homelessness.

It is imperative that we act now to address the crisis of homelessness in California.
Therefore, we request that the Assembly pass a resolution to respectfully urge
Governor Brown to declare a state of emergency on homelessness that would include:
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• Access to $500 million from the Special Fund for Economic Uncertainties to
implement statewide re-housing efforts including street engagement, service triage,
crisis housing, permanent housing navigation, rental subsidies, case management,
other appropriate and essential services, and any other resources once the state of
emergency is declared.

• Immediate orders to deploy State agencies and personnel to help provide housing
assistance to homeless camp hotspots in Los Angeles County and other heavily
affected areas in the State and to set up emergency command posts and triage site
for the coordination of homeless service delivery.

• Assembly of a State public sector/private sector “Red Team” to develop a short-term
plan to combat homelessness; and

• A commitment to identify and develop streams of ongoing funding for localities so
they can sustain successful efforts to combat homelessness.

We look forward to working with you to address this humanitarian crisis and to mobilize
needed local and statewide resources to ensure that over 115,000 homeless persons
receive vital housing and supportive services.

Sincerely,

LtLL
HILD L. SOLl’
Chair of the Board
Supervisor, First District

MARK RlDLEY-TFDMAS SHEILA KUEHL
Supervisor, Second District Supervi or, T d Di rict

D’ON KNABE Ml HAEL D ANTONOVICH
Supervisor, Fourth District Supervisor, Fifth District

c: Each Member California State Senate
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The Honorable Jean Fuller
Senate Minority Floor Leader
State Capitol, Room 305
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Senator Fuller:

We are writing to respectfully request that the Senate pass a resolution urging
Governor Brown to declare a state of emergency due to the increased number of homeless
persons in California.

Los Angeles County is facing a pervasive and deepening homelessness crisis that
endangers the health and safety of thousands of County residents, including veterans,
women, children, LGBT youth, persons with disabilities and seniors. On any given night,
roughly 47,000 persons in Los Angeles County are homeless. This includes over 6,000
parents and their children. Since 2013, the number of homeless women has risen by
55 percent, and the number of homeless persons living in encampments, tents and vehicles
has increased by a staggering 123 percent.

The statewide numbers are similarly alarming. In 2015, with 115,738 homeless persons,
California accounted for 21 percent of the nation’s homeless population. Among all states,
California had the highest percentage of homeless people counted in unsheltered locations
(64 percent or 73,699 homeless unsheltered persons).

The tremendous scale of homelessness in Los Angeles County threatens the economic
stability of the region by burdening emergency medical services and the social services
infrastructure. Many homeless persons face severe threats to their health and safety on a
daily basis. Research has shown that homeless persons are three to four times more likely
to die prematurely than the general population often from acute and chronic medical
conditions that are aggravated by homelessness.

It is imperative that we act now to address the crisis of homelessness in California.
Therefore, we request that the Assembly pass a resolution to respectfully urge
Governor Brown to declare a state of emergency on homelessness that would include:
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• Access to $500 million from the Special Fund for Economic Uncertainties to
implement statewide re-housing efforts including street engagement, service triage,
crisis housing, permanent housing navigation, rental subsidies, case management,
other appropriate and essential services, and any other resources once the state of
emergency is declared.

• Immediate orders to deploy State agencies and personnel to help provide housing
assistance to homeless camp hotspots in Los Angeles County and other heavily
affected areas in the State and to set up emergency command posts and triage site
for the coordination of homeless service delivery.

• Assembly of a State public sector/private sector Red Team” to develop a short-term
plan to combat homelessness; and

• A commitment to identify and develop streams of ongoing funding for localities so
they can sustain successful efforts to combat homelessness.

We look forward to working with you to address this humanitarian crisis and to mobilize
needed local and statewide resources to ensure that over 115,000 homeless persons
receive vital housing and supportive services.
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MARK RlDLEY-TMAS
Supervisor, Second District

SHEILA KUE
Supervisor, Third D trict
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MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Supervisor, Fifth District

HILDA L. SQl
Chair of the Board
Supervisor, First District

Supervisor, Fourth District

C: Each Member California State Senate


